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NEWS RELEASE

March 14, 1994
UM SYMPOSIUM TO FOCUS ON REFUGEE REPATRIATION
MISSOULA Voluntary repatriation — helping refugees return to their countries of origin - will be the
focus of an international symposium that is expected to attract about 50 experts from at least 10
countries to The University of Montana March 27-29.
"Refugees and Development Assistance: Training for Voluntary Repatriation," co-sponsored
by UM ’s Office of International Programs and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
will draw participants from a wide range of international agencies, governments, volunteer
organizations and universities.
The symposium will feature public lectures by Margaret McKelvey, director of the Office
for Africa, the Americas and Asia of the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Refugee Programs;
Kazutoshi Iwanami, managing director of JICA’s Institute for International Cooperation; Rene van
Rooyen, Washington, D.C., representative for the United Nations High Commission for Refugees;
and U.S. Committee for Refugees Policy Analyst Hiram Ruiz.
There are an estimated 19 million refugees in the world today, about 80 percent of whom
are women and children. Conference organizer Peter Koehn, UM’s director of international
programs, said his research with refugees has found "an almost universal desire, even among those
who had been here for 20 years or more, to go home."
The symposium will focus on training that will enable returning refugees to contribute to the
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sustainable development of their homeland.
"We’re looking for a real, tangible result from this symposium," Koehn said. "We may be
aiming high, but we hope to emerge from this with specific recommendations that will improve
international policy for the training of refugees."
The end of the Cold War and accompanying increases in international cooperation make this
a key time for such an effort, he said, noting that Sadako Ogata, the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees, has declared the 1990s "The Decade of Repatriation."
Many international agencies and government branches work to ease varied aspects of the
refugee problem, Koehn said, but most have a narrow focus. This symposium is designed to
combine the energies and expertise of people from all parts of the spectrum to "address the problem
holistically," he said.
Workshop topics will span all parts of the globe and a wide range of fields, from
entrepreneurship to health care, resource conservation to gender issues.
Participants will develop and refine specific proposals on each workshop topic, and each of
the 19 workshops will select one proposal for presentation in the final plenary session. Those 19
proposals will comprise the strategic action agenda - a kind of blueprint for change presenting
specific, workable ideas that have already had the benefit of examination from contrasting points of
view.
"There’s a lot of knowledge and experience to be shared by bringing experts who work with
refugees and people who assist developing countries together at one time and one place to
formulate a strategic action agenda for the next decade," Koehn said.
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"We hope it’s going to be more than a report on paper. We hope it’s something that actually
results in improvement of people’s lives and improvement of conditions in very poor countries.
"Instead of keeping people in camps and just giving them three meals a day and keeping
them alive, the goal is to focus on ways to enable them to return home so that they can be
productive citizens," he said. "Everyone gains from that."
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EDITORS, REPORTERS, NEWS DIRECTORS: The media are invited to attend symposium
workshops and plenary sessions, as well as the public lectures, and to interview the speakers and
other participants. For more information call the Office of International Programs, (406) 243-2288.
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